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July Presentations  

We learned much more about Vista in the month of July.  Mike Hanst demonstrated various ways to 
run multiple Operating Systems, including how to create an XP Virtual machine as a guest within a 
Vista computer.   Everyone took lots of notes for this presentation. 
 
Bob Hedgcock described some of the more advanced Vista tools.  He described what hardware and 
software diagnostic capabilities are resident in Vista and how to use them.  Bob gave a valuable tip to 
all of us, that the Vista tutorials are excellent!  We all should view them to help us use Vista more 
effectively. 
 
Barry Rimmer walked us through the photo organizing capabilities in Vista and gave us tips on orga-
nizing and tagging our pictures. 
 
Very helpful for all of us doing research, Judy Rollins described how to use the Google Books re-
source.  Her tips were great and she has provided a hand with those tips. 
 
In July, as in other months, Glen Richards answered questions and provided basic hardware and 
software tips.  Thanks Glen for helping us out. The NewsBytes editors learn something new from 
Glenôs presentation every month. 
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It was so nice to re-
turn to our prior 
meeting room, even 
though I enjoyed 
the setup in the 
other classroom. I 
hope you have en-
joyed some of the 
presentations and if 
you have a topic or 
idea of a presenta-
tion, please let me 

know. Why not volunteer to help out 
another presenter or contribute an 
article to our monthly ñNewsbytesò.  
This is your society and volunteering 
would be a way to share your knowl-
edge or to learn a new bit of knowl-
edge. 

 Before I close for this month, I need 
to let you know some tidbits. First our 
Society has given a total of$17,000 in 
scholarship money.  This is fabulous 
and we will continue to help the stu-
dents with yearly contributions to the 
scholarship fund.  

 Secondly, we have been in contact 
with the staff of ñStyleò Magazine 
here in Leesburg and starting in the 
September issue and ongoing the 
publishers will list Lake Sumter Com-
puter Society in their monthly activity 
calendar. This magazine is free and 
found in restaurants in the area and 
also you can purchase a subscription, 
which I did for under $10.00 for 
three years. The magazine shows a lot 

Presidentôs Corner 
by  Judy Rollins  

Lake -Sumter  
Computer Society  
Executive Committee 
Meeting Minutes  
  July 17, 2008  
by Di Anne Binder  

President Judy Rollins called the 

meeting to order at 1:06 p.m.  Judy 

welcomed everyone, a quorum was 

present and the agenda was ap-

of local cultural happenings and inter-
esting articles. So we will try to get the 
word out.  

 I am also working with a possible pre-
senter on doing digital scrap booking. 
Note, this is still in the beginning 
stages.  

 In this monthôs ñNewsbytesò you will 
see an article titled ñGenealogy Sleuth-
houndò Each month, this column will 
attempt to bring you some of the new 
genealogy web sites as well as remind-
ing you of some of the old sites. Hope 
you find the article interesting and if 
possible you can also share what new 
genealogy sites you have come across 
during your surfing of web sites.  

 If you find a minute you may want to 
send an email get well card to Jere 
Minich, our co -director of Publicity. He 
had a slight accident and is now recu-
perating. 

 Take care and see you at the meetings 
and do not forget to pick up the Sep-
tember issue of ñStyle ñmagazine. Try 
to stay cool in this hot weather. 
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proved.   The minutes of the May, 

2008 meeting were approved as pub-

lished in the June Newsbytes. 

Treasurer report:  Bob S. reviewed 

the Treasurerós report and copies of 

the report will be e-mailed to the Offi-

cers.  He stated the income and bal-

ance.  The treasurerôs report was ap-

proved.  Regarding Scholarships ï 

Bob noted the College is to contact 

him this month for an update on the 

scholarships needed. 

Membership: The current member-

ship is 184.  Susan Barker is sending e

-mails to visitors, which contains a 

thank you for attending the meeting, 

an invitation to the next meeting and 

a web site invitation.  

There were no other committee re-

ports. 

Old Business:     

Judy reported that the By-Laws 

changes are pending until the Sep-

tember meeting.  Barry offered to 

draft up and send around for an e-

mail vote, with the exception of those 

pending items.  All Agreed. 

(Continued from page 2) 

Lake -Sumter Computer Society  
Executive Committee Meeting Minutes  
 

Judy reported on the Vendor - Edge 

Tech Corp Contact.  Bob is working 

on these contacts.  Pending. 

Blog Presentation & status of clubôs 

blog ï Pending until September.  Dis-

cussion held on the difference be-

tween blogs and forums.  Also, dis-

cussed Smart Computing Q and A 

board.  A further discussion is 

planned on different ways to present 

forums, blogs and Q & A. 

Judy is working with Barbara on an 

ad in a local magazine. (pending). 

Publicity ï Barbara P. is to act as act-

ing chair of Publicity in Gregôs ab-

sence.  

Judy registered our club with Mind-

share for update information on new 

products. Pending - waiting on infor-

mation to be forwarded to us. 

Sponsorship costs Brochure ï it was 

noted that the costs are listed in the 

NewsBytes and those are the prices 

that need to go in the brochure. 

New Business:  

Fall meetings logistics ï We have the 

Lecture Hall room from 1 ï 5 
(Continued on page 4) 
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pm.  Meetings and Sigs will be sched-

uled within that time frame.   Discus-

sion.  

The Sigs are scheduled on Thursdays 

as follows: 

1. Genealogy ï 1st  

2. Explorers ï 2rd 

3. Computer Basics, Glen ï 3rd  

4. Photography ï 4th 

These could change due to holi-

days.   In addition, the software and 

computer clinic has been removed as 

a SIG. 

Next Exec. Meeting absences will be 

temporary covered as followsï Rim-

mers will have replacements for Web 

and Library.   Susan will replace Di 

Anne as Secretary. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:46 

p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Secretary 

Di Anne Binder.  

(Continued from page 3) 

Lake -Sumter 
Computer Society  
Executive Committee 
Meeting Minutes  
 

ñSleuthhoundò is defined in Audio 
English.net as ña detective who fol-
lows a trailò or ña breed of large pow-
erful hounds of European origin hav-
ing very acute smell and used in 
tracking.ò 

Well, I have decided to take the for-
mer definition for this monthly col-
umn.  Each month I will try to bring 
you, the reader, some new or possibly 
some unused genealogy websites for 
you to explore.  If in your travels, you 
should come across a genealogy site 
that you feel is interesting and worth-
while to explore, please let me know 
so the information can be shared with 
all of the members.    

A few items I found:  www.usa.gov/
Citizen/Topics/History.shtml .  

This website covers History, Arts and 
Culture.  History spans family his-
tory, genealogy, military history.  

Another one is http://
les.guiltotines.free.fr  , this web site is 
in French and lists the 18,000 plus 
victims names on line from the July 
14th Bastille Day. To translate the 
page you can use  www.google.com/
language.    

Last is the ñThe Great Broad Street 
Riot of 1837 in Bostonò which can be 
explored on Google Books at http://
tinyurl.com/6y454e .  Will close for 
now till next time.  

Genealogy Sleuth-
hound  
By Judy Rollins  

file:///C:\Users\Barry\Documents\LSCS\NewsBytes\2008-08\www.usa.gov\Citizen\Topics\History.shtml
file:///C:\Users\Barry\Documents\LSCS\NewsBytes\2008-08\www.usa.gov\Citizen\Topics\History.shtml
http://les.guiltotines.free.fr/
http://les.guiltotines.free.fr/
http://tinyurl.com/6y454e
http://tinyurl.com/6y454e
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From Mary Flood  

Mary Flood found this cute story.  She says she knows 

how the writer feels. 

I was having trouble with my computer. So I called 

Richard, the 11 year old next door whose bedroom 

looks like Mission Control, and asked him to come 

over.  

  

Richard clicked a couple of buttons and solved the 

problem. 

  

 As he was walking away, I called after him, 'So, 

what  was wrong?  He replied, 'It was an ID ten T er-

ror.'   

I didn't want to appear stupid, but nonethe-

less  inquired, 'An, ID ten T error?  What's that?  In 

case  I need to fix it again.'   

Richard grinned.  'Haven't you ever heard of an  ID ten 

T errors before?'  

 'No,' I replied.   

'Write it down,' he said,  'and I think you'll figure it out.'   

  

So I wrote down:       I D 1 0 T  

 I used to like him.  

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

Mary also found this bit of information:  

From Snopes.com 

If you are going to pass something along, let it be THIS!  

 

To whom it all concerns:  

Just a word to the wise.  E-mail petitions are 

NOT acceptable to Congress or any other mu-

nicipality. To be acceptable, petitions must have 

a signed signature and full address.   Same with 

'prayer chains' -- be wary!  

Almost all e-mails that ask you to add your name 

and forward on to others are similar to that mass 

letter years ago that asked people to send busi-

ness cards to the little kid in Florida who wanted 

to break the Guinness Book of Records for the 

most cards.   

All it was, and all this type of e-mail is, is to get 

names and 'cookie'  

tracking info for telemarketers and spammers to 

validate active e-mail accounts for their own 

purposes.  

Any time you see an e-mail that says forward this 

on to '10' of your friends, sign this petition, or 

you'll get good luck, or whatever, it has either an 

e-mail tracker program attached that tracks the 

cookies and e-mails of those folks you forward 

to, or the host sender is getting a copy. Each time 

it gets forwarded, then it's able to get lists of 

'active' e-mails to use in spam e-mails, or sell to 

others that do. 

Please DO forward this notice to others and you 

will be providing a good service to your friends, 

and will be rewarded by not getting 30,000 

spam e-mails in the future.  

(If you have been sending out the above kinds of 

email, now you know why you get so much 

spam!) Check it out:  http://www.snopes.com/

inboxer/petition/internet.htm  
(Continued on page 6) 

Memberôs Bits  

http://www.snopes.com/inboxer/petition/internet.htm
http://www.snopes.com/inboxer/petition/internet.htm
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From Lynne Rimmer  

Here is some interesting information about which 

Flash Drives survived some brutal test. 

USB Flash Drives: Abusive Lab Test in Water, 

Toaster and Washer-Dryer - Review - Popular 

Mechanics 

 http://www.popularmechanics.com/technology/

reviews/4215802.html  

 

Hello from Tom Smith  

Yes, we are here at Southgate at Shrewsbury, 

MA. and enjoying life immensely.   The picture 

below on the left is a view from the third floor 

looking down at the fountain in the atrium.   On 

the right is Ann and I seated at the fountain.    

We have made many new friends here and they 

all are chipper, active people with more things to 

do than they can handle in a day.  My computer 

is my companion each day for keeping in touch 

and looking for things.   I am trying to learn to 

use E-Bay now on the Video Professor's three 

disk educational disks.   

(Continued from page 5) 

Members Bits  

 

The reason we are up here at Southgate at 

Shrewsbury is because we heard about it from 

my old buddy, Bill Rhodes.   

 

We had graduated from High School together, 

went to college together, played ball in the same 

league on different teams, and went into service 

the same day.  We have been friends since 1936 

and that's a long time.  Here are pictures of us 

back then.  Bill is in the left two pictures and I 

am in the right two pictures.  

(Editor: The bottom right picture is EXACTLY 

my way of thinking about Tom.   How very re-

freshing he can maintain the same ñJoie de 

Vivreò over his long life!) 

 

http://www.popularmechanics.com/technology/reviews/4215802.html
http://www.popularmechanics.com/technology/reviews/4215802.html
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Note: The first part of this article was 
published on pages 8-12 of the June 
2008 Issue of the NewsBytes, Volume 
15, Issue 6. 

Introduction  

Before you dismiss this subject as too 
ñgeekyò and advanced, consider these 
questions: 

¶ Have your grandchildren visited and messed up 
your computer? 

¶ Have you ever gotten a computer virus or other 
malware? 

¶ Have you had a problem with a program or update 
that couldnôt be corrected? 

¶ Do you have an older program or device that wonôt 
work in Vista? 

 
You can avoid these problems by using a program like 
Ghost to backup your entire computer or by using mul-
tiple operating systems. 

Two methods were adequately discussed in the June 
NewsBytes article and arenôt included here: 

¶ Use of a dual boot computer. 

¶ Use of a mobile rack and interchangeable hard 
drive cassettes. 

 
KVM(A) Switches  

 
For completeness, this is a brief description of  KVM(A) 
switches. 

¶ A switch allows you to use one K eyboard, one 
V ideo monitor, one M ouse, and possibly Audio 
speakers with two or more computers. 

¶ There is a wide range of products with PS/2 or 
USB K / M  connections, mostly VGA connections 
and a few with Audio connections. They come in 
two computer, four computer and even higher con-

Multiple Operating Systems & Virtual 
Machines ï Part 2  
by Michael Hanst  

figurations.  

¶ Multiple computers can be running and you 
can switch between systems with a push 
button and/or a ñhot keyò command. Some 
switches allow only one computer to be run-
ning, but some require that multiple com-
puters be running.  

¶ I personally found a two-computer PS/2 
KVM switch to be unreliable on my home 
systems. Sometimes the keyboard and/or 
mouse wouldnôt work which required a re-
start to correct. If both went out, I had to 
connect a spare USB mouse to safely do the 
restart!  

¶ A similar problem was experienced when 
Bob Hedgcock used a KVM switch during a 
few of his Vista presentations. 

 
REPORT ON VIRTUAL MACHINE (VM) 

PROGRAMS  

 
This is a summary of my personal experience 
with these available virtual machine programs:  

¶ Sun xVM VirtualBox v1.6 (open source free-
ware) 

¶ Microsoft VirtualPC 2007 with SP1
(freeware) 

¶ VWware Workstation v6.0.4 (30 -day free 
trialware; $189.00 to buy)  

¶ VMware Player 2.0.4 (freeware) 

 
 
1. Sun xVM VirtualBox v1.6  

 http://www.virtualbox.org/  

¶ Although this open source program has a lot 
of potential, it has too many bugs for me to 
recommend it at this time. The same issues 
that I experienced are posted on the Virtual-
Box Forum, but not adequately resolved. 

(Continued on page 8) 

http://www.virtualbox.org/
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Plus, this Forum is geared to IT professionals and 
did not seem user friendly to ñnon-professionalsò 
like myself. 

¶ These problems were also present in an earlier 
version 1.5.6-1 and in the most recent version 1.6.2. 
Specifically: 

¶ The Shared Folder function does not work prop-
 erly. 

¶ USB devices do not work properly. 

¶ These two issues meant that the only way to com-
municate between the Host and Guest operating 
systems is with a CD/DVD and/or network shar-
ing. 

 
2. Microsoft VirtualPC 2007 with SP1  

 http://www.microsoft.com/windows/
products/winfamily/virtualpc/default.mspx  

¶ Supposedly, this program is only supported for 
Vista Business, Vista Enterprise, Vista Ultimate, 
XP Professional, and then also older Windows op-
erating systems. 

¶ However, reports in online forums showed that it 
does work in other versions of Windows XP and 
Vista. You just need to click Okay when a 
ñwarningò about an ñunsupported operating sys-
temò appears during program installation and the 
first time it is opened.  

¶ The Microsoft VirtualPC 2007 (MS VPC) program 
worked perfectly and did precisely as described in 
its list of features. 

¶ MS VPCôs disadvantage is that USB drives and 
some USB devices are not supported at this time. 
However, a USB keyboard and a USB mouse do 
work correctly. As Iôll discuss later, the VMware 
Player will open a VM made by MS VPC and offers 
USB support. 

¶ MS VPC does support ñshared foldersò, so data can 
be exchanged between the Host and Guest operat-

(Continued from page 7) 

Multiple Operating Systems & Virtual 
Machines ï Part 2  

ing systems. 

¶ MS VPC also supports Parallel Port connec-
tions, so an older parallel port device will 
function in the Guest operating system. Un-
fortunately, many motherboards no longer 
have a parallel port. 

¶ SP1 has now been released. I successfully 
ñupdatedò VirtualPC 2007 on my XP system 
by installing SP1 on top of the original ver-
sion. However, I got an error when trying to 
do that on the LSCS Vista computer: Win-
dows Explorer was in use ï DUH - Itôs al-
ways in use and canôt be stopped! I was able 
to uninstall the original program and then 
install the new version with SP1. Even with 
the ñuninstallò, all previous settings and 
options were retained. 

 
3. VWware Workstation v6.0.4  

 http://www.vmware.com/products/ws/  

¶ This full -featured program is relatively ex-
pensive, but you definitely get what you pay 
for!  

¶ It offers full support for shared folders and 
USB, as well as the ability to share the Clip-
board and to ñcopy and pasteò or ñdrag and 
dropò between the Host and Guest operating 
systems. 

¶ Program settings and options are well ex-
plained in the GUI (graphical user interface) 
and the extensive user manual is mostly just 
needed for reference. 

 
4. VMware Player 2.0.4  

 http://www.vmware.com/products/
player/  

¶ This is just a ñplayerò and is not able to 
make a virtual machine. 

¶ The player can run a VM made by Microsoft 
VirtualPC or by any VMware VM product.  

(Continued on page 9) 

http://www.microsoft.com/windows/products/winfamily/virtualpc/default.mspx
http://www.microsoft.com/windows/products/winfamily/virtualpc/default.mspx
http://www.vmware.com/products/ws/
http://www.vmware.com/products/player/
http://www.vmware.com/products/player/
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¶ However, I found its performance to be poor with a 
MS VPC VM. For example, mouse movement was 
sometimes erratic and shared folders wouldnôt 
work correctly. However, it did add USB support to 
the MS VPC VM. 

¶ It has limited ability to change settings of the VM. 
For example: 

¶ You can enable or disable shared folders, 
but only if shared folders were set up 
originally for the VM.  

¶ You can change display resolution for a 
Microsoft VM, but I couldnôt change it for 
a VM made by VWware Workstation. 

 
Requirements of a Virtual Machine  

 

¶ While itôs running, the Guest VM shares resources 
with the Host operating system. So your computer 
should have at least a fast dual-core processor, 3 
GB of RAM, a video card with 256 MB RAM, and a 
large hard drive. A second internal hard drive is 
recommended as a better location for the VM 
ñhard diskò image files. 

¶ Now determine your requirements for a Guest op-
erating system. This will determine if a freeware 
program will suffice or if you need to purchase 
VMware Workstation.  

¶ Keep in mind that the hard disk space allocated for 
the Guest VM may not be able to be changed once 
set up, so be sure to give it enough space for all 
your anticipated needs. However, the programs 
use a ñdynamicò virtual disk and only use physical 
hard disk space as required. For example with a 
Windows XP Guest, the VM may have been as-
signed a 10 GB virtual hard disk, but the VM files 
may only use 3-4 GB of  physical hard drive space. 

¶ These are the settings that I used for a Guest Win-
dows XP Pro SP2 operating system: 

¶ System Memory: 512 MB 

(Continued from page 8) 

Multiple Operating Systems & Virtual 
Machines ï Part 2  

¶ Video Memory: 128 MB 

¶ Hard Disk: 10 GB (Use 15-20 GB if 
you plan to use the Guest VM ex-
tensively.) 

¶ Floppy: Enabled (If applicable)  

¶ CDROM/DVD: Enabled  

¶ Network: Enabled (Disable to block 
Guest VM access to the Internet.) 

¶ Audio: Enabled 

¶ Parallel Port: Enabled 

¶ COM Serial Port: Disabled (Enable 
if itôs needed though.) 

¶ Shared folders: Enabled (This does 
require installation of ñtoolsò or 
ñadditionsò in the Guest VM.) 

 
Discussion, Recommendations and Sum-
mary  

 

¶ The Guest operating system must be 
ñgenuineò with a valid Product Key for in-
stallation and it must be activated as re-
quired. Once a virtual machine is made on 
one computer and activated, it may not be 
possible to copy or move it to another com-
puter without getting a new activation code. 
So, if you are just trying out the programs, 
do not activate the Guest operating system 
while testing it during its ñtrialò period, 
which is 30-days for XP and Vista. 

¶ Remember that the Guest operating system 
is a complete operating system and needs 
Windows Updates and thorough anti -
malware protection. (For more information 
on Internet Security, see my article on pages 
11-15 in the July 2008 NewsBytes, Volume 
15, Issue 7.) 

(Continued on page 10) 
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¶ Also be aware that the Guest operating system may 
access the network through the Host operating 
system. I use a two-way firewall and web sites ac-
cessed from the Guest VM were logged as outgoing 
traffic on the Hostôs firewall. Even though the risk 
is low, it is theoretically possible that while 
ñpassing throughò, malware downloaded to the 
Guest could get onto the Host operating system. A 
greater risk of ñcross contaminationò is probably 
the shared folders, so be sure to scan contents with 
the anti -malware programs of both the Guest VM 
and the Host operating system. 

¶ Be sure to write down the keyboard command to 
toggle between full-screen and a window for the 
Guest operating system, especially for Microsoft 
VirtualPC. Note that the ñHostò key can be changed 
in MS VPCôs options to whatever is desired. 
VMware Workstation and Player can have a small 
toolbar visible with the Guest at full -screen. But if 
you close the toolbar, you should know the toggle 
keystrokes. If you forget, just shutdown the Guest 
operating system and you will get back to the Host 
operating system. 

¶ Even though some programs have the capability to 
ñsave stateò, I recommend shutting down the Guest 
operating system when finished using it. 

¶ Some programs allow you to discard or incorporate 
changes to the Guest VM during shutdown. If you 
did something wrong, discard the changes and 
youôll go back to where you were when you started 
the Guest VM. 

¶ The Guest VM is saved as an ñimageò file the size of 
the space actually used. Itôs very easy to make a 
backup of a VM. All you need to do is just copy the 
VMôs entire folder to another hard drive or even a 
DVD-R ï no other imaging software like Ghost is 
required! So even if you make an uncorrectable 
mistake with the VM, you can just delete the dam-
aged one and copy over the backup VM. 

¶ Since the Guest VM is easily copied as a backup, I 
recommend that to save hard disk space, you dis-
able System Restore and delete all Windows Up-
date uninstall  files in C:\Windows. These are visi-

(Continued from page 9) 
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ble when you use Windows Explorer > Tools 
> Folder Options > View tab > check to 
ñShow hidden files and foldersò. Look for 
compressed folders (usually blue) named 
$NtUninstallKBxxxxxx$ and files named 
KBxxxxxx.log. 

¶ You may also wish to disable some of the 
Windows Effects of the Guest operating sys-
tem to improve its performance.  

¶ Unless your computer has high hardware 
capability, I would not attempt to do re-
source intensive tasks at the same time on 
both the Host and Guest operating systems. 

 
What Virtual Machine (VM) Software Am 
I Going to Use?  

 

¶ I really donôt need to have a fully functional 
VM since my primary operating system is 
still XP.  

¶ Iôm going to keep using Microsoft VirtualPC 
2007 with SP1 since it meets my needs. 

¶ Iôll keep a Windows 98SE VM just for refer-
ence purposes. 

¶ Iôll keep a Windows XP VM for testing new 
software.  

¶ If something doesnôt work right, 
you can just close the Guest operat-
ing system and Discard the 
changes! 

¶ I installed CutePDF that can ñprintò 
anything I need printed. The result-
ing PDF can be saved in the Shared 
Folder and then printed by the 
Host operating system. 

¶ The Shared Folder can also be used 
for any files and folders that need 
to be saved from or to a USB stor-
age device. 
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ñObtained from APCUG with the author's permission 

for publication by APCUG member groups.ò 

WEBSITES: 

¶ http://earth.google.com  

¶ http://earth.google.com/download -earth.html  - 

FREE Version 

¶ http://earth.google.com/tour.html  

¶ http://earth.google.com/enterprise/

earth_plus.html  - $20 Plus Version 

¶ http://earth.google.com/enterprise/

earth_pro.html  - $400 Pro Version  

It has been nearly two years since I first (and last) dis-

cussed Google Earth in this column.  In the ensuing 

time since the last review, Google has been busy updat-

ing and improving the product, adding new features, 

and improving the graphics.  For those who may not be 

aware, Google Earth is a program that allows the im-

mense Google database of terrestrial and satellite im-

ages of the earth, along with amazing images of space, 

to be utilized and manipulated on the computer.  

What is new and improved in the recently released 

Google Earth 4.3 (beta) is demonstrated in an interac-

tive video tour online at earth.google.com/tour.html.  

One of the new features in version 4.3 include what 

Google calls ñPhoto-realistic Buildingsò, where hun-

dreds of buildings in many of the worldôs major cities 

are shown in three dimensions (3D).  If a building that 

is displayed ñturns purpleò when cursoring over it, 

clicking anywhere on the building will open up a 

smaller window giving details of the building, and the 

moniker of the person who created or updated the digi-

tal image.  The images displayed can be manipulated to 

Google Releases Updated Version of 
ñGoogle Earthò 
by Ira Wilsker, APCUG Director; Columnist, The Examiner, Beaumont, Texas; Radio & 
TV Show Host Iwilsker(at)apcug.net  

zoom in or around them from any angle, effec-

tively creating a dynamic 360 degree panoramic 

view.  These 3D views are not just of cities and 

buildings, but there are also spectacular images 

of natural beauties such as mountains, rivers, 

waterfalls, and canyons.  Another new feature on 

this version is what Google calls ñSwoop Naviga-

tionò where the user can virtually ñFly seamlessly 

through the landscape with new navigation con-

trols. Swoop from outer space to street level and 

leap from one building top to another. Use the 

look joystick to view buildings as if you were 

standing right in front of them.ò 

Another aspect of the new version is the ñLight 

and Shadowò feature where many of the images 

can be shown in selected or sequential times of 

the day, such as displaying a mountain top from 

sunrise to sunset.  On the top of the screen is an 

optional slider which can be moved with the 

mouse to display the simulated or realistic image 

at any chosen time.  In some of the more scenic 

images it appears to show the path of the sun 

across the sky with the corresponding light and 

shadows.  The new and improved ñStreet Viewò 

that has been previously available online with 

Google Maps (maps.google.com) is now inte-

grated into Google earth.  Google has a fleet of 

vehicles which cruise major cities taking high 

resolution 360 degree digital photos as they 

drive down the streets.  With ñStreet Viewò the 

user can virtually visit a city and virtually walk or 

drive the streets using the mouse instead of a 

vehicle.  Views are literally from the street level 

showing cars, people, store fronts, intersections, 

and any other features visible from street level.  

Using the mouse, the user can cruise the streets 

(Continued on page 12) 
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just as if he was navigating the city for real.  While not 

yet available for every city, a camera icon, when dis-

played on a map, will zoom in to a 360 degree pano-

ramic image from street level.  Many street level images 

contain additional camera icons which allow the user to 

travel seamlessly up a selected street, and the mouse 

can be used to turn in any direction. 

The popular features that were in earlier versions of 

Google Earth have been retained.  One that I periodi-

cally use is the ñDirectionsò feature, which does not just 

give traditional driving directions and maps, but also 

animates the drive by clicking on the play button at the 

bottom of the driving directions listing.  When ani-

mated, a detailed sequential zoomed-in satellite image 

is displayed, with the directions overlaid on the image.  

For example, when I requested driving directions from 

the Examiner offices on Willow Street in Beaumont,  to 

the Bush Airport (IAH) in Houston, the seamless ani-

mation in Google Earth showed the street images in-

cluding real pictures of the highway showing which 

lane to be in, detailed images of each turn or exit, and 

high resolution images of the airport.  The images are 

actual photographs, not computer generated images.  

By seeing the route in exquisite detail prior to a journey 

may help ease the anxieties of the drive. 

Once at a destination, it may be helpful to find nearby 

ñpoints of interestò, such as restaurants.  By simply 

entering the word ñrestaurantsò in the ñWhat?ò box, 

and the current address in the ñWhere?ò box, restau-

rants will be displayed on the Google map.  By clicking 

on the icon displayed for each restaurant, details will be 

displayed for the selected restaurant in a window over-

lay.  Typical information displayed included the name, 

address, phone, a hyperlink (if any) to the restaurant 

website, any reviews that may be available and driving 

directions ñtoò and ñfromò the restaurant. 

(Continued from page 11) 
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Google Earth does not just provide maps and 

images of terrestrial and earthly locations, but 

also includes celestial maps and images.  Click-

ing on the Saturn-looking icon on the top of the 

screen will open a ñSearch the Skyò search box.  

By entering a celestial body or location, such as 

ñMarsò, Google Earth will display a sky map with 

an image of the heavenly body, and also display 

the current geometric coordinates for those us-

ing sophisticated telescopes. 

The basic version of Google Earth 4.3 (beta) is a 

free download from earth.google.com.  For those 

desiring more features, Google offers Google 

Earth Plus for $20, which adds support for a 

variety of GPS devices (verified support for Ma-

gellan and Garmin GPS devices, but can not up-

load to those devices), improved network per-

formance, and improved high resolution print-

ing.  For professional and commercial use 

Google offers the Pro version for $400. 

Google Earth is a fascinating utility, and will run 

on Windows 2000 or XP (Vista is not men-

tioned), and requires a minimum of 400MB 

hard drive space, and a video card capable of 

1024x768 resolution with a 16bit color depth.  

An internet connection of at least 128Kb/sec is 

required.  I suggest that readers of this column 

at least download the free version of Google 

Earth and simply play with it.  Click on the icons 

at the top of the page, and check and uncheck 

some of the boxes on the left margin, and experi-

ment with it; do not worry, you can not hurt any-

thing by experimenting with it.  Google Earth is 

one of my favorite ñfunò programs. 

This article has been provided to APCUG by the 

author solely for publication by APCUG mem-

ber groups. All other uses require the permis-

sion of the author (see e-mail address above). 
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